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President’s Message  
 

Through this annual message I express my 
gratitude to all the FINACT member 
associations and their delegates for their 
support and confidence throughout the year 
2015-16.I am honoured and humbled by 
your trust and confidence in me and am very 
pleased for the opportunity to work with 
you in a number of areas and promote the 
objectives of FINACT which are, and not 
restricted to: 
Present a unified front for all its member associations and promote the 
advancement of people of Indian origin in the Australian Capital 
Territory (ACT) and surroundings. 
To promote among the people resident in Australia and, in particular, 
the ACT an awareness about Indians being responsible Australian 
citizens and to cultivate a feeling of mutual respect through increased 
social & cultural interaction, sport and recreation. 
In year 2015-16 FINACT organized Indian Independence Day in 
partnership with India Australia Association of Canberra. The 
Community Harmony Day was another significant milestone to enable 
the community leaders to develop networks with key political leaders, 
Government officials, High Commission of India and many other 
community leaders. Continuing the traditions from last year FINACT 
made significant contribution to the success of the International Yoga 
Day along with the High Commission of India. In addition to the biggest 
sporting festival of the community FINACT T-20 tournament FINACT 
also organized an information session and dinner with visiting Chief 
Election Commissioner of India, for the local community leaders to 
discuss the comparative electoral system with India and Australia in 
an informal setting. 
The uniqueness and power of FINACT comes from the diversity of its 
member associations, with their members working in many different 
linguistic and cultural environments, still sharing the same goal. What 
binds us all together is our commitment towards mutual respect, 
harmony and our passion see the progress and happiness in the 
country we come from (Janma Bhumi, India) and the country we live 
in (our Karma Bhumi, Australia). To conclude I along with my 
committee assure all the constituents of FINACT about our 
commitment towards coordination, cooperation and collaboration.   
  
 



 
Background 
 

Federation of Indian Association of ACT (FINACT) provides a unified 
voice for all associations and promotes the values of Indian 
communities in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) and 
surrounding regions. FINACT is a peak umbrella body in the Australian 
Capital Territory (ACT) and enjoys membership representing 
organisations of Indian regional, linguistic, youth, women and senior 
citizens.  The main objective of FINACT is to be the unified voice for 
the numerous and diverse Indian community groups in the ACT that is 
reflected in its slogan Coordination: Cooperation: Collaboration. 
FINACT is enabling the Indian communities to represent with one 
voice to Australian Governments and High Commission of India. 
 

FINACT Activities 
 
In pursuing the core aim of Coordination, Cooperation, Collaboration, 
the FINACT organised many events and activities of significance in 
2015 – 16.  
  

Meetings with our elected representatives 
 
As part of an engagement exercise, the FINACT executive committee 
held meetings with Dr Anderw Leigh MP (Member from Fraser) on 28 
August, Mr Jeremy Hanson MLA (leader of opposition) on 
1stSeptember, Senator Katy Gallagher on 2nd September and with 
Senator Zed Seselja on 4thSeptember. We are pleased to inform you 
that Ms Yvette Berry MLA, the Minister for Multicultural Affairs has 
kindly accepted to become the Patron of the FINACT. The Federation 
is very keen to work for community under the guidance and patronage 
of Minister Berry. 



 
In these meeting FINACT introduced the elected representatives with 
concerns and public welfare initiatives led by Indian communities and 
associations, for example: 

The concerns of ACT taxi drivers with regards to the UBER ride and 
shareA project to develop a better understanding of the nature of 
domestic violence against immigrant women of South Asian 
ancestry in the ACT region by FINACT member association, especially 
by iWin. 

 

 
Community concerns and assistance 
In our deliberations, matters ranging from domestic violence among 
families of South Asian background, the outstanding request for India 
Centre and also a Christian Church for the Malayalee community (who 
still use the 'Aramaic dialect - Syriac' spoken by Jesus, as their 
liturgical language) were raised with appropriate authorities. 
  
We are particularly thankful to the High Commission of India for 
providing the financial support to one of the victims of domestic issues 
(Indian citizen) on FINACT’s recommendations. 
  

 

Indian Independence Day: 

FINACT organized Indian Independence Day in partnership with India 
Australia Association of Canberra.with an aim to promote patriotic 
values in the younger generation and also depict the diversity of 
Indian communities. This occasion has depicted that Indian 



community is unified and not divided even though we are one of the 
largest and diverse community.    
The event was jointly organized with India Australia Association of 
Canberra (IAAC). The program was attended by more than 300 people, 
participated by 60 people represented by 12 organisations. There 
were several dignitaries including representatives of ACT and Federal 
Government and High Commission of India. The attendees were 
served with ceremonial snacks to mark the occassion 

 

FINACT Cricket Tournament: 

The FINACT T-20 tournament has emerged as by far the biggest 
cricket festival of Indian community in Canberra. 2015 tournament 

concluded with usual enthusiasm and festivities on 22 November 
2015. FINACT is very proud of the accomplishment and feel delighted 
to be able to carry forward the heirloom and announce the conclusion 
of another very successful tournament which unites all the Indian 
communities of ACT. 12 teams representing different states of India 
participated in 5 week long tournament.  

The tournament witnessed some very competitive contests including 
the semi-finals between Delhi Strikers and PK-11 (representing Bihar 
Jharkhand Sabha of Australia and New Zealand) and the other one 
between Gujarat Masters and Turbo Tamils.  



A pre-final formal dinner was 
organized for both the finalist 
teams at Punjabi Hut Indian 
Restaurant on 21 November 
2015. The event was 
sponsored by Konica Minolta, 
represented by Konica 
Minolta ACT branch State 
manager Ms. Nanette Bak. 

The member of federal Parliament from Eden Monaro Dr Peter Handy 
was Guest of Honour on the dinner night and he wished good luck to 
both teams. The Indian High 
Commissioner was 
represented by Counsellor 
Mr. Sonal Bajaj. The Final 
match was played at Nicholls 
Oval between PK-11 and 
Turbo Tamils. A large 
number of spectators were 
present to encourage their 
teams. PK- 11 won the match after setting a huge target of 218 runs 
for Turbo Tamils.  

The closing ceremony was a festive atmosphere surrounded by a 
number of elected representatives, diplomats, community leaders and 
supporters of both the teams. His Excellency Mr. Navdeep Suri (Indian 
High Commissioner), Mr. Jeremy Hanson (Leader of Opposition) and 
Mr. Shane Rattenbury (Minister of Sports) collectively presented the 
Rolling Trophy to the winning team. 

 



Community Harmony Day:  

Cultural differences should not separate us from each other, but rather 

cultural diversity brings a collective strength that can benefit all of 

humanity. FINACT 

demonstrated this philosophy 

of Robert Silverstein in the 

community harmony day event 

on 27 Feb 2016  and confirmed 

its moto of ‘Unity in Diversity’. 

Amardeep Singh the president 

of FINACT introduced all the 2 associations of FINACT. 

The presidents and delegates of 

majority of Indian associations 

were present to add the value and 

significance to the event. 

President thanked and expressed 

the gratitude on behalf of the 

FINACT and its member 

associations to the distinguished 

guests including Chief Minister 

Andrew Barr, Senator Zed Seselja, 

Deputy Leader of opposition Alistair Coe MLA, Minister Meegan 

Fitzharris, Giulia Jones MLA, Brendan Smyth MLA and the Minister for 

Multicultural Affairs Yvette 

Berry (Patron of FINACT) who 

joined us at the start of event 

and stayed till its conclusion. 

He also thanked DHC of India 

Mr Ajay Kumar, Mr Sam Wong 

Chairman ACT Divisional 

Advisory Board, Chin Wong 

(Federation of Chinese 

associations), all the FINACT 



member associations, their delegates, our sponsors and the dedicated 

volunteers, without whom the 

success of this event would 

not have been possible. 

The event was embellished 

with very modish snacks and a 

lavish lunch cartered under 

the supervision of Mrs. 

Tanpreet Kaur and Mrs. Sunit 

Dhindsa. A cultural 

performance of Indian 

classical dance Bharatanatyam was presented by very talented Rusha 

Iyengar. The aim of the event was to facilitate a networking 

opportunity for all of member associations with various Indian 

community leaders, ACT Ministers and MLAs, Commonwealth MPs, 

Senators, Key Government 

Officials and High 

Commission of India and 

representatives of other 

community organisations 

in ACT. The event was 

organised in an informal 

way that meant meet and 

greet.  

 

 



abindranath Tagore’s bronze bust unveiled at 
Notaras Multicultural Centre  
 
FINACT also assisted Bengali Cultural Association 
(Canberra) (BCA) in convincing the authorities to 
install the bronze bust of  Noble Laureate 
Rabindranath Tagore at Multicultural Showcase at  
the Theo Notaras Multicultural Centre, 128 
London Circuit, Canberra City on 7 May 2016 at 5 
PM 
 
 

Noble Laureate Rabindranath 
Tagore was an Indian poet, writer, 
artist, musician, educator, 
humanist and a great patriot. He 
was the first non - European Noble 
Laureate in 1913 and the first from 
Asia. Two out of his many songs, 
are the National Anthems of India 
and Bangladesh.  
To recognise his contribution 

towards World literature, art, education and multiculturalism, his 
bronze busts were installed in all major cities across the World such 
as New York, London, Paris, Tokyo and Canberra became the latest 
inclusion in the list.  
 

BCA felicitate few exceptional 
ACT personalities for their 
contribution to people and 
communities of the Indian 
subcontinent and to the 
Australian public life. Ministers, 
Commonwealth and ACT MPs, 
Deputy/ Secretaries, top 
Scientists and Leaders of 27 
South East Asian including 

Indian Communities attended the installation ceremony followed by 
magnificent dance performances will be presented by artists from 
NSW and ACT of Indian, Bangladesh, Nepal, South America, China, and 
African heritage and dinner. 
 



Felicitation of Prof. Jagadish AO  

On 26 January this year, one of Australian 

National University's most beloved 

academics – and among the world's pre-

eminent physicists –received one of 

Australia's greatest honours. Professor 

Chennupati Jagadish was awarded the 

Companion on the General Division of the Order of Australia for 

eminent service to physics and engineering, to education as a leading 

academic, researcher, author  and mentor and through executive roles 

with national and international scientific advisory institutions.  

 It is a proud moment for 

Australian Indians and worth 

celebrating. In recognition of 

this honour, three of FINACT 

member associations, 

Karnataka Association of 

Canberra (KAC) in conjunction 

with Navya Andhra Telugu Association, Canberra Telangana 

Association Canberra (ACTTA), Telugu Association of Canberra (TAC) 

supported by Federation of Indian Associations of ACT (FINACT) 

hosted an event to felicitate Prof. Jagadish.  

 His Excellency Navin Suri, The High Commissioner of India along with 

Nobel laureate Brian Schmidt Vice-Chancellor of the Australian 

National University attended the event on Saturday, 14th May 2016.  



Interactive session with Chief Election Commissioner of India:  
 
The Chief Election Commissioner of India (CEC), Dr. Nasim Zaidi and 
Dy Chief Election Commissioner, Mr. Umesh Kumar Sinha, visited 
Canberra from Jun 30- Jul 4, 2016, on invitation from the Australian 
Electoral Commissioner.   
Federation of Indian Associations 
of ACT- FINACT arranged a public 
meeting and an interactive session 
for visiting Chief election 
commissioner of India on 30 June 
2016 at National Library. 
 

The forum was very well 
attended by both Indian 
diaspora and NRIs. The session 
was opened by President of 
FINACT Mr Amardeep Singh who 
introduced the Chief Election 
Commissioner Mr Nazim Zaidi to 
the Indian community. Mr 
Navdeep Suri the high 
Commissioner of India further 

elaborated on the career and credentials of Mr Zaidi.  
 
The Chief Election Commission 
briefed the community on the 
details of the distinguished status 
of the office of election 
commission and the magnitude 
of electoral process in India. He 
also mentioned the upcoming 
process of engaging the NRIs to 
participate in the Indian elections 
by encouraging them to vote and 
establishing the technology by which the NRI’s will be able to vote 
more conveniently from their respective locations. In the interactive 
session a lot of questions were asked from Mr Zaidi regarding the 
eligibility and ethics of candidates and the effect of empowerment of 
regional parties. 



Chief Election Commissioner was accompanied by Deputy CEC  Mr. 
Umesh Sinha. The High 
Commissioner Mr Suri, 
Counslor Mr. Sonal Bajaj, 
CEC and Deputy CEC 
joined the community 
leaders for an informal 
dinner in Canberra City 
and enjoyed the feel of 
Canberra City and its life- 
style. High Commissioner 
thanked FINACT for 
organising a very productive and ecstatic evening with community. 
 
 
Raised concerns of Canberra Hindu Mandir with chief Minister:  
 
Canberra Hindu Mandir (one of the constituents of FINACT) have been 
chasing for a new spiritual centre ((temple) to cater for the city's 
growing Hindu population and house the holy sculptures. Land 
Development Agency mentioned that an application from CHM for a 
land sale was received in May 2014, but finding a suitable site was 
complex. 

 
Having no location set 
in stone despite years 
of talks with the LDA, 
CHM volunteers 
began a petition in 
April pushing for a 
new temple, which 
has garnered almost 
900 signatures.   
 

 
FINACT participated in a meeting with Chief Minister Mr Andrew Barr, 
to request him for intervention and instruct LDA to find a suitable site 
for construction of biggest spiritual centre for Hindus of Australian 
Capital Territory.  
 

,  

 



National Multicultural Festival Highlights: 

With 22 major languages, written in 13 different scripts, with over 720 
dialects and with hundreds of different Landscapes and Landforms, 
India and Indians are no strangers to the concept of multiculturalism. 
A number of FINACT’s member associations   portrayed the diverse 
Indian cultures while FINACT as always, showcased the ‘Unity in 
diversity’ through its stall titled ‘Best of India’ at National 
Multicultural Festival on Sunday 14 February. 
  
The first two stall awards also went to FINACT member associations. 
The most decorated stall award was bagged by Canberra Sikh 
Association whereas the award for best cultural experience stall was 
won by ‘Integrated women’s network’. 
  
The attached is a glace of the contribution of FINACT member 
associations in this year’s National multicultural festival. 
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We thank all of our sponsors, supporters and partners for their support throughout 

the year 2015-16 and is looking forward to their patronage in coming year 


